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BELLE PRE - TRIP GUIDELINES

When we get closer to the trip you will receive a final packet of guidelines for the trip, a packing list and a final itinerary.  The following is just some information regarding trip payments and guests traveling with the Belles.  In order to have a successful, organized and fun trip there are some general guidelines that need to be followed.  These guidelines are not only for your daughter’s protection but for the good of the whole group, which is my main concern.  Please take the time (before you pay a deposit) to read all of the guidelines thoroughly and be sure that you can and will follow all the rules.  
SCHEDULE- Each of you will receive a copy of the itinerary when it has been set up.  This will be posted online as well as sent home when updated.  As soon as I know you will know.  
DRESS- You are limited to one suitcase and a carry-on (must fit underneath the seat).  

a.  Nice looking school clothes for travel.

b.  Jeans are acceptable for sightseeing.
c.  Do not wear anything extreme.
AUTHORITY OF ADULTS- Chaperones, employees of the hotels, airplane, restaurants, museums, bus line, and any place that we go sightseeing, booster club members, and directors are the people in charge.  If they ask or tell you to do something, immediately give them your enthusiastic cooperation and attention.  No comments are necessary or appropriate.  It is their duty to provide supervision.  This would include correction of inappropriate behavior.  Be cooperative and remember - without their service there would be no trip.

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, AND TOBACCO PRODUCTS- POSSESION OF OR USE OF ANY DRUGS, CHEMICALS, INHALANTS, OR ANY OTHER INTOXICANTS, MOOD CHANGING, OR MIND ALTERING DRUGS ARE PROHIBITED.  THE TRANSMITTAL, SALE, OR ATTEMPTED SALE OF WHAT IS REPRESENTED TO BE ANY OF THE ABOVE LISTED SUBSTANCES IS ALSO PROHIBITED.  If you have a prescription drug that you must take, register it with the chaperons and directors. If you cannot go for five days without a drink or drugs, please stay home.  Any infraction of this type will be dealt with swiftly and firmly.  It will result in your being sent home at your expense by commercial transportation.  The matter will be turned over to the school administration immediately.

***This applies to anyone who is traveling with the Belles, you are considered a KISD employee and must adhere to all the rules and guidelines as such
TOBACCO- Use of or possession of tobacco in any form is prohibited.

CHAPERONE/PARENT/GUEST ON TRIP- It is essential for safety and communication that all students remain in the confines of whatever is the assigned area at all times.  Ex.:  While at restaurants - inside the building, not across the street or anywhere else.  You must stay in your groups at all times you may not go off with your parent by yourself nor may they take you anywhere non sanctioned by the Directors.  The same goes for anyone just visiting the group.
- It is in the best interest if at all possible for you to travel as part of the group, not only for convenience sake but it also helps reduce our prices
STAY IN A GROUP- While on the trip, do not go anywhere by yourself.  There is safety in numbers.  Stay in a group of 3 or more.  Keep together and keep tabs on each other.  You will be in a strange place and it would be easy to get lost.

INTERACTION WITH STUDENTS/ADULTS NOT ON OUR GROUP-   It is permissible to converse with people from other groups in a friendly manner, but it is not acceptable to go anywhere with another or to become too familiar with someone not in our tour group.  This is especially true for boy/girl relationships.  Be social, but establish clear limits as to the degree of sociability.  If your parents are not traveling with our tour group then they must make their own arrangements to get places and may not ‘join’ our group (ex.  joining our tour group, traveling with us on the bus or sitting with our group at a restaurant).  They may not take responsibility for you or your group when they are there.  Again, they will be visiting you.  Please do not even ask, the rules apply to all!  
HOTEL GUIDELINES:

a.  All students assigned to a room will be responsible for any damage or theft.  The amount will be divided equally among all the students staying in that room.  

b.  ONLY THOSE THAT ARE ASSIGNED TO THAT ROOM WILL BE ALLOWED TO STAY IN THAT ROOM.  NO EXTRAS, INCLUDING FAMILY MEMBERS.  THIS INCLUDES ADULT ROOMS.  

c.  All pay items (TV, movies, room service, room bar, long-distance calls, etc.) will be turned off in all rooms
d.  Curfew will be faithfully observed. Curfew is the time to be in your room with the door closed.
e.  Lights out is the time when all lights in rooms, radio, etc. will be off and all students in bed.  This is a long trip with a busy schedule each day.  You are sure to enjoy the trip much more, stay healthier, perform better, and generally be a more congenial person to be around if you get an adequate amount of sleep each night.  Stay up all night when you get home!
f.  No students will leave his room for any reason after curfew unless she has the specific permission of an adult chaperone and is accompanied by a chaperone.  There will be chaperones up all night, as well as hotel security, making random patrols of the hotel area.  Appropriate measures will be taken to identify anyone violating this guideline.
g.  Any suspicious or unusual activity will be investigated.
h.  NO BOY MAY ENTER ANY GIRL’S ROOM.  NO GIRL MAY ENTER ANY BOY’S ROOM.  If you with to converse, do it totally outside the room-not in the doorway or in any way that invites entry into a room.  This includes students from other schools.  This also includes taking luggage in and out, killing bugs, etc.
i.  NEVER GIVE OUT THE NAME OR YOUR ROOM NUMBER FROM THE HOTEL IN WHICH YOU ARE STAYING!!!
Be responsible and listen.  It is your responsibility to know what is going on.  Listen for instructions and note any changes in the itinerary.

Any property damage will be paid for by the students involved.

Any student in violation of local or state laws will be turned over to the local authorities.  If the student is returned to the organization, she will be sent home.

You may not stay out past curfew; go anywhere that the group is not going or without the group just because someone came to visit even if your parent is a chaperone.  As previously stated, you will not be able to go with your parent by yourself at any time even if they are a chaperone.

Any student who excessively violates the general trip guidelines will be sent home.

MONEY DUE DATES- Please post the payment schedule somewhere visible so that you are prompt with your payments.  If your payment is more than 3 days late your trip will be canceled.  
BE FLEXIBLE and go with the flow!  Hundreds of hours have gone into the planning of this trip, but it is impossible to predict late planes or similar inconveniences.  It is not unusual for there to be a need for a change in the schedule after we arrive and become aware of information that perhaps was not available before.  Don’t be quick to criticize and relax - a complainer ruins the trip atmosphere for everyone.

PROCEDURES FOR SENDING A STUDENT HOME:
1.  Director will call to obtain schedule and cost for common carrier.

2.  Student will make a collect call home to the parent or guardian.  Prior to the student conversing with the parents, the director will inform the parents of the child’s offense and that she is being sent home.
3.  Parents will be asked on which common carrier they would prefer their child to be placed on.
4.  Parents will be informed of the time schedule and cost of the carrier.
5.  Parents will have the option of coming to pick up their child.
6.  If the student is being sent home for disciplinary reasons, the student will be immediately separated from the rest of the organization.
REFUND POLICY:

a. If you fail the fourth six weeks, according to Texas UIL law you are ineligible to travel or compete with the Belles, therefore you will not be able to go on the trip.  In accordance with the trip refund policy you will not receive a refund at all.  So please be sure to keep your grades up.
b. Please review the following dates for refunds:

1. January 14th – no refund on the airline tickets, before this date you may transfer airline tickets without penalty
2. January 29th – NO REFUND of any kind, from this date on if you are transferring airline tickets you will have to pay a penalty ($50 -$100 a person)
3. Once purchased, attractions and event tickets become non-refundable.

c. All cancellations must be made in writing.  Once I have received the cancellation then the tour company will be informed.  They will then issue a refund if you are eligible for it.  Once the refund has been sent to Klein Collins then a check request will be filled out and turned in, this process usually takes about 2 weeks.  The school will then mail the check to your home.  I have no control over company policy nor when they issue the refund.   

d. If for any reason you are no longer a Tiger Belle by the time of the trip you will not be eligible to travel with us.

LAND/AIR SPLIT POLICY:


ADULT SPLIT:  you will be responsible for your own air travel and the travel to and from the airport, and if you 
have a different flight then the group then you will be responsible for ground travel to and from the hotel.


STUDENT SPLIT:  you must purchase a ticket for the Belle to travel on the same flight to New York as the other 
Tiger Belles.  If they are coming back with the Belles then they must be on the same flight.

STAYING IN CALIFORNIA:


If you are planning on staying in New York to continue your trip then please follow the following guidelines:

· Your Belle is part of the group until we leave for the airport

· Your Belle must be on the flight with the Belles to New York (obviously not on the way back)
· You are responsible for all of your own travel arrangements past the group travel.
TRAVEL COMPANY:

· Tour-Rific of Texas – www.tour-rific.com
TRIP COSTS AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE:


*QUAD

TRIPLE

DOUBLE

SINGLE

$1,200.00

$1,300.00

$1,500.00

$2,050.00
(*this is the Belle’s price)
Chaperones must find their own roommates.
October 1st- $300.00 

November 3rd- $300.00 

December 1st- $ 300.00 (there are no refunds after this date)

January 6th – REMAINING BALANCE IS DUE 

This form must be completed and turned in with your deposit and trip agreement form by September 4, NO LATER!!!  

GUIDELINE AGREEMENT
I understand and support the attached guidelines for the Klein Collins Tiger Belle Trip.  I will follow them.  I also understand that the success of the trip depends on my actions and I will cooperate fully with all adults on the trip, airline, bus line, and officials.  Actions not in the best interest of the Klein Collins Tiger Belle dance and drill team, actions in violation of these guidelines, school rules, and state laws will be corrected, and when warranted, disciplinary action will be taken - including being sent home at my expense.  I have reviewed this with my parents.

(student signature)


(parent signature)


(date)

(print student name)


(print parent name)




SUPERVISION AGREEMENT

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, of ___________________________ completely understand and are aware of the fact that while visiting New York that my daughter will be under the supervision of their individually assigned chaperone.  I understand that my child will not always be under the direct supervision of the sponsors due to size of the group and the specific activity.  

____________________________

(parent signature)

